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COMMENTS:

The two statements “RETURN” and “SEARCH” seem to have a problem in Reference 1 (at least when compared with Reference 2).  When you compare


14.6.1 Conditional statements and sentences



or


14.6.3.1 Imperative statement

and Reference 2, page IV-34, under the topic, “6.4.2.1.1 Definition of Conditional Statement,” there seems to be a significant difference.

What these two statements have in common is that neither of them has a “simple” form which is an “imperative statement” – but rather they both REQUIRE the use of a conditional phrase. (“AT END” for RETURN and “WHEN” and “AT END” for SEARCH).  Unlike IF, they DO require what would normally be called a “conditional phrase”.  In both respects, they really are like EVALUATE – which seems to be “misplaced” in being separated from RETURN and SEARCH. There are two ways in which the draft could be “corrected” in the draft.

1) (Easiest)

Simply add the statements “RETURN” and “SEARCH” to the first bullet entry in the paragraph, 14.6.1.1 Conditional statement.  (If this were done, then both “RETURN” and “SEARCH” should be removed from the first numbered item in “14.6.1.2 Conditional phrase”. This would be consistent with the approach that was used in the ’85 Standard.)

2) (More complex – but I think more accurate)

· Remove “EVALUATE” from the first bullet item in “14.6.1.1 Conditional statement”

· Leave the first numbered item in “14.6.1.2 Conditional phrase” as is (which deals with the AT END phrase for SEARCH and RETURN – unlike the ’85 Standard)

· Add a NEW numbered item in “14.6.1.1 Conditional statement” which states,

“nn) WHEN phrase when specified within an EVALUATE or SEARCH statement..”

(Some people might want to distinguish between “WHEN” and “WHEN OTHER” phrases – the latter only being allowed for EVALUATE.)

